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Recently, President Trump, much 
to the chagrin of Republicans in Con-
gress, especially the U.S. Senate where 
they control the majority, directed 
the Department of Justice to support 
a Texas federal judge’s December 
opinion that the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) was unconstitutional. Several 
Republican Governors and Attorney 
Generals who brought the case argued 

that when Congress zeroed out the tax 
penalty for people who lacked health 
coverage as a part of the 2017 tax bill, 
the entire ACA was unconstitutional. 
In December, U.S. District Judge Reed 
O’Conner agreed with them although 
his ruling is on hold pending appeal. 
At that time, the Justice Department 
took the position that the elimination 
of the tax penalty should invalidate 

only those parts of the health law most 
closely associated with it, i.e. the pro-
visions requiring insurance compa-
nies to sell to people with preexisting 
conditions and not charge them more. 
If ACA was invalidated it would leave 
approximately 20 million uninsured; 
11 million people who purchase in-
surance through the ACA market-
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Angelo Curty from Waukesha and Jim Barnes from Milwaukee at the 50 Plus Fest and Retirement Show. Attendees were treated 
to a preview of the movie Poms. Poms will be in local theaters May 10th.
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1965 was a very good year for old-
er people in this country. That year 
Congress created Medicare to pro-
vide health care to the elderly, creat-
ed Medicaid to provide health care to 
low income people (that became the 
major funder for long-term care for 
older adults and people with disabil-
ities), and passed the federal Older 
Americans Act (OAA). By 2017 Medi-
care had grown to $702 billion serv-
ing 60 million people and Medicaid 
has grown to $557 billion serving 73 
million people. By comparison, Older 

Americans Act funding in federal fis-
cal year 2019 is $1.7 billion. The single 
state of Wisconsin Medicaid program 
will spend around $10 billion in fiscal 

2018/19 serving 1.1 million people. 
You might ask where is the “ge-

nius” in providing such a relatively 
small amount of money for the OAA? 
I suggest that it does more than you 
might think possible. I started work-
ing with OAA programs in 1971 so 
I have, if nothing else, a rather long 
perspective that has led me to con-
clude that it was ingenious. I have al-
ways thought that OAA did two major 
things: first, it created a nation-wide 
structure for aging programs at the 
federal, state and local levels, second, 

it required organizations and people 
getting OAA funding to be advocates 
for older people in community deci-
sions that affected them across a wide 
spectrum of agencies and issues. 

In terms of structure, OAA estab-
lished the Administration on Aging 
(now called the Administration for 
Community Living) within the feder-
al Department of Health and Human 
Services to administer OAA policies, 
programs and money. It then required 
each state to designate an agency at the 
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When it comes to good motion pictures, 
“They don’t make ‘em like they used to”

BY JACK PEARSON
Why do so many seniors watch the 

old re-run movies on TV or on tapes 
and discs, instead of going out and 
catching the latest releases in theaters? 
Rising costs could be a factor, but it’s 
also because of the mindset about 
what’s being produced today.

Values have changed, whether for 
the better or not are up to be ques-
tioned. A movie such as It’s A Won-
derful Life with James Stewart, Thomas 
Mitchell, Lionel Barrymore and Don-
na Reed was once considered a top hit, 
and in fact won Academy Awards for 
Best Picture and Directing. But today 
the Hollywood producers would nev-
er make such a movie. They’d consider 
the plot and dialogue totally blasé.

Because of this, a good many mov-
ie buffs go out and purchase discs or 
tapes of the great old movies of the 
past, such as Gone With the Wind, Cit-
izen Kane, Casablanca and The Wizard 
of Oz, and watch them at their leisure. 
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Why Medicaid Expansion is the 
Smart, Compassionate, and Fiscally 
Responsible Thing to Do.

If a man from Mars had watched 
Governor Evers’ State of the State ad-
dress, and the Republican response 
given by Speaker Vos, I believe that he 
would have concluded that they were 
talking about two different states.  In 
a way they were. I think that Speaker 

Vos was talking about the Wisconsin 
where well-to-do individuals and cor-
porations are thriving in our econo-
my, and Governor Evers was talking 
about the “Other” Wisconsin where 
people such as children, minorities 
and lower income are not thriving 
and, therefore, need help with things 
like healthcare. Unfortunately, there 
are too many people still living in the 

Other Wisconsin and we need to stop 
ignoring them. 

Perhaps nothing illustrates this 
dichotomy more than the issue of 
Medicaid expansion that the Gover-
nor plans to include in his 2019-2021 
state budget, and that the Speaker is 
adamantly opposed to. As a part of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) states 
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GOLF HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEE 
Maggie Leef 
Defies the Norm

BY JACK PEARSON
If you were ever introduced to 

Maggie Leef, you’d never guess the 
lady to be a great golfer and a member 
of the Wisconsin State Golf Associ-
ation (WSGA) Hall of Fame. It’s just 
that she doesn’t look the part. Slim 
and graceful, she’s always full of pep 
and delightfully ebullient and talk-
ative. Thus you might assume her to 
be something like a popular television 
personality.

But that’s not the only reason, as 
the headline above notes that Maggie 
defies the norm. Virtually all sports 
superstars set out early in life to attain 
that lofty goal. For example, sport im-
mortals such as Arnold Palmer and 
Tiger Woods knew from the time they 
were of kindergarten age that they 
would someday gain golfing greatness. 

Caricature by Gene Haas
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